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Defining You

by Michael McKibbin, D.C.

Throughout the world, the liberty to
practice chiropractic varies greatly.
There is a need for a

comparative profile of
trading conditions in
the global chiropractic
marketplace. This ar-
ticle provides a review
of Australia's market-
place so that you can
» compare the experi-

Michael McKibbin, D.C.  €NCES about your mar-
ketplace in your own country.

| will address what we sell as being
the signature service of chiropractic —
locating and correcting subluxations.
We chiropractors share a unique privi-
lege, the best opportunity of a quality

of life that we call being "in adjust-

r Marketplace

ment”. To us it is an inalienable human
privilege to express most of one's life
while being “in adjustment” as op-
posed to being “out of adjustment”.

People in power share a duty of care
to ensure patients who have sublux-
ation related disorders have access to
chiropractic care. It turns fact upon its
head for government to claim that an
unselfish need to do good for others,
“altruism” motivates the denial of ap-
propriate access to chiropractic care.
Australia’s government denies that ac-
cess to many public patients.

Trading rights
Downunder

Among Australia’s industries, its ill-
ness industry is unique in that it is sub-

THE chiroPrAcTIC CHOICE

divided in two. There is one big public
health marketplace and one small pri-
vate health marketplace. Medicine has
a virtual monopoly, where most patients
shop, in the public health marketplace.
All-inclusive medical registration Acts
give medicine all of the market turf.
Exclusive licensing privileges give
medicine multimillion-dollar trading
advantages.

The trading rights of medicine’'s po-
tential competitors are confined to the
private health marketplace. For example
with minor exceptions, throughout
Australia, the trade of thousands of
chiropractors with millions of patients
is contained within the private health
marketplace.

Decades ago, the Wilk v. AMA anti-
trust suit exposed the use of a frame-
work of restraints to contain chiroprac-
tic. That trial challenged the use of one
professional trade barrier, the ethic-
based boycott. It also gave a clear over-
view of the strategic use of anti-com-
petitive conduct and trade barriers to
capture trading control over a national
health care marketplace.

Australia’s national illness industry
exemplifies the importation and the
adoption by various governments
throughout Australia of a framework of
trade barriers similar to the lowa Plan.
The sole promoters of the nationwide
containment of chiropractic are orga-
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A book every
chiropractic
family practitioner
should have!

e Hardbound; 456 pp

» Fully illustrated with photographs,
radiographs, diagrams

- Well-referenced with appendices,
index and office forms

About the Book: 450+ pages full of valuable information, much of
it not found in any other book on this important subject. There are
a total of 30 chapters divided into 10 different sections. There is
information on how to take a case history, do an exam, documen-
tation, problems to consider, etc. all divided according to age
groups. There are complete sections on pediatric neurology, radio-
logy, orthopedics, motor vehicle injuries, evaluating and adjusting
and other important topics. The procedures and descriptions are
detailed but easy to understand as they are supported by excellent
photographs, illustrations and references.

About the Author: Dr. Peter Fysh is a world-renowned pediatrics
speaker, teacher and author of innumerable papers and articles. A
full-time family practitioner in Sunnyvale, California, Dr. Fysh has
been a strong and powerful advocate of chiropractic care for
children throughout his professional career. His slogan “Kids Need
Chiropractic Too” is well-known throughout the world. Emeritus
Professor of Pediatrics at Palmer-West in San Jose, Dr. Fysh is the
Vice President of the ICA Council on Chiropractic Pediatrics.

Published by the International Chiropractors Association
Council on Chiropractic Pediatrics

Three ways to order:

1. By phone: 1-800-423-4690 or
703-528-5000 (credit card orders only)

703-351-7893 (credit card orders only)

Mail to: ICA Sales, 1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 1000,
Arlington, VA 22201 (USA)

| Send me a copy of Chiropractic |
py of ¢ :

| = Care for the Pediatric Patient. |
: Name :
I Address I
I ciy I
l State Zip I
I Phone # I
1 Check one: [ ]1CA Member $71 ] Non-Member $79 1
| Add $10 for shipping within the US » Add $17 for shipping outside US|
I Charge to:  []Mastercard []Visa [ American Express I
: Total payment $ [] Check enclosed :

Account No.
1 < | 2. By Fax:

Signature Exp date .
| 1 3 By Mail:
| |

ol

International Chiropractors Association
1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 1000,
Arlington, VA 22201 USA

PAGE 21

nized medicine and legislators. Such
coincidental conduct smacks of con-
spiracy.

Please consider if your liberty to pro-
vide chiropractic care is obstructed or
denied by any/all of the following trade
barriers. These barriers restrain trade in
Australia:

1. Information restraint. Disinforma-
tion serves to justify the use of other
restraints as well as serving to dis-
suade potential patients from using
chiropractic care.

2. “Ethic” restraint. Unlike the USA
this was not legally outlawed. It still
has a strong lingering influence.

3. Access restraint. Denies public pa-
tients equality of access to chiroprac-
tic care within taxpayer-funded health
care facilities and programs. Nation-
wide, no chiropractors have full time
employment within taxpayer-funded
Departments of Health to assist in
planning or providing chiropractic
care to public patients.

4. Gatekeeper restraint. A monopoly
right by medical practitioners to di-
agnose denies some patients of their
liberty to make direct, initial, contact
with chiropractors and be reim-
bursed. The law makes members of
the profession most opposed to chi-
ropractic the sole arbitrators about
the liberty of patients to consult a
chiropractor. With few exceptions
spontaneous referral by medical
practitioners seems to be extremely
uncommon.

5. Legislative restraint. Licensing is
the key to the public health care
marketplace. Licensing gives ap-
proval status through which medical
practitioners gain exclusive entry to,
and reimbursement in a multibillion
dollar market while excluding their
competitors, i.e. chiropractors.
Flawed Medical Acts open a multi-
million-dollar loophole in the big
government insurance scheme,
Medicare.

6. Economic restraint. Historically,
in the field of spinal adjustment/
manipulation few medical person-
nel had formal accreditation equiva-
lent to chiropractors. That service at-
tracts refunds or a better refund
when provided by medical person-
nel while the experts (chiropractors)
attract no refund or a lesser refund.
Under Medicare, radiologists are re-
imbursed for about $10,000,000
worth of chiropractic x-rays, pa,
that reimbursement is denied to
chiropractors.

7. Scope of practice restraint. This
may confine “chiropractic” providing
manipulative therapy for musculo-
skeletal disorders in only those
proven fields of research based
efficacy.

Please feel welcome to share compari-
sons of the marketplace in your coun-
try through The Chiropractic Choice.
Send to Editor at thechiropractic
choice@chiropractic.org.

Michael McKibbin, D.C. has been practicing
in Perth, Western Australia for three decades.
A 1966 graduate of Palmer College Daven-
port, Dr. McKibbin has served both on the
Western Australian chiropractors registration
board and in various capacities in his state
and federal association. He can be reached at
michaelr@global.net.au.



