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INITIATIVES AROUND THE WORLD

ITALY

Italian Senate Health Affairs
Committee President calls for
chiropractic legislation in Italy

In a historic press conference held
in the Italian Parliament on April 4,
2002, the President of the Senate
Committee on Health Affairs, Antonio
Tomassini, a medical physician, dem-
onstrated his support for the immedi-
ate movement within the Italian gov-
ernment for the recognition of the
practice of chiropractic.

Joined by the President of the Ital-
ian Chiropractors Association, Dr. Eddy
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e Peter N. Fysh, DC, FICCP

e Arthur Copes, PhD

¢ Barbara Loe Fisher

e Joan Fallon, DC, FICCP

e Lora Tanis, DC, DICCP

e Maxine McMullen, DC, FICCP
e Carol Phillips, DC

e Christine Hyman, DC, DICCP
e Lois Ladd, DC, DICCP

¢ Donna Craft, DC, DICCP

¢ Janet Cuhel, DC, DICCP
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12 Expert Speakers

Pellissier and Life Chiropractic College
West President Dr. Gerard W. Clum, the
Senator related his personal experi-
ences under chiropractic care and
acknowledged in personal terms the
efficacy and cost-effectiveness of chi-
ropractic care.

The impact of the hour-long discus-
sion was immediate and profound, with
nationwide media coverage appearing
on the evening news throughout Italy
on April 4, 2002. Additional coverage
throughout the popular press as well
as in the professional media continued
for many days following the press
conference.

Senator Tomassini, the President of

THE chiroPrAcTIc CHOICE

HIROPRACTIC ROUNDEUP

the Senate Committee on Health Affairs
began the press conference by express-
ing the desires of the ltalian public to
access a wide range of heath care ap-
proaches that are not presently regu-
lated through the lItalian government.
Chiropractic care was one of the most
important areas of interest for the Sen-
ate Committee President.

The trio of presenters each ad-
dressed a varying component of the
need for chiropractic legislation in Italy.
Dr. Pellissier, speaking on behalf of the
Italian Chiropractors Association, re-
lated the problems associated with a
lack of recognition by the government.
Dr. Pellissier expressed his concerns for
the right of the Italian public to access
chiropractic care and to be able to rely
on the quality of the care that they will
receive from a provider of chiropractic
services. The absence of legislation
allows under-qualified or non-quali-
fied persons to assert to a trusting
public that they offer chiropractic ser-
vices on a basis similar to those who
are fully trained and qualified accord-
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Annual Conference on
Chiropractic & Pediatrics
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DUCATION

November 22-
dham at Canal Place
w Orleans, Louisiana

sponsored by Palmer College of Chiropractic

What You'll Learn at this
Exceptional Conference

¢ Pediatric case management

e [n-utero constraints

e Breast-feeding & nutrition

e Vaccinations and informed consent

e Pediatric scoliosis

e Chiropractic and a healthy pregnancy

e Pediatrics research, how to be
involved

e How to work with other professionals

¢ Developmental milestones, normals
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Hands-on Workshops

Improve Your Adjusting Skills
and Learn New Techniques

e pregnancy adjusting and Webster’s
breech turning technique

e techniques for adjusting the infant
and neonate

e cranial adjusting

Hotel: Wyndham at Canal Place

(adjacent to French Quarter)

JUNE, 2002

ing to recognized chiropractic educa-
tional standards.

Dr. Pellissier commented on the se-
ries of legislative initiatives pending
before the Italian legislature. The world
standard for the practice of chiroprac-
tic embraces the doctor of chiropractic
as a direct contact, primary provider of
health care and that the consideration
of any recognition of a lesser nature
would be inappropriate and a disservice
to the Italian population, as well as the
Italian chiropractic profession.

Speaking at the request of the Ital-
ian Chiropractors Association and on
behalf of the World Federation of Chi-
ropractic, Life Chiropractic College
West President Dr. Gerard Clum ampli-
fied the remarks of Dr. Pellissier by of-
fering an overview of chiropractic edu-
cation, accreditation, credentialing and
regulation of the profession around the
world. In addition, Dr. Clum elaborated
on the potential cost savings to the Ital-
ian health care budget that wider access
to chiropractic care could represent.

The location of the April 4" news
conference, within the facilities of the
Italian Parliament, was in itself a major
accomplishment for the Italian Chiro-
practors Association. The press confer-
ence venue served to enhance the in-
terest in and response to the meeting.
Access to these facilities was the prod-
uct of cooperation between the Italian
Chiropractors Association and Comi-
tato di Parlamentari per I'Innovazione
Tecnologica (COPIT). The broadcast
media coverage that followed the event
did not question the concept of chiro-
practic legislation but rather empha-
sized the view of the Senate Commit-
tee President who called for immedi-
ate action to bring appropriate legisla-
tion forward.

A key catalyst associated with the
press conference that magnified the
perspective of the chiropractic profes-
sion was the Rome 2002 Conference
of the International Chiropractors Asso-
ciation, co-sponsored by the Italian Chi-
ropractors Association, held April 5-7
at the Cavalieri Hilton in Rome. The
ICA conference brought more than 400
chiropractors from 29 countries and
from nearly a dozen chiropractic edu-
cational institutions for an educational
program that included clinical lectures
and discussions as well as presenta-
tions of professional papers in the
areas of human biomechanics and
neuroscience.

Dr. Thomas Rigel, a 30-year veteran
of chiropractic practice in Rome, who
on behalf of the Italian Chiropractors As-
sociation provided coordination and sup-
port to the ICA for the Rome confer-
ence, said, “The symposium offered an
ideal opportunity for collaboration that
served to increase the effectiveness of
our efforts in Italy.”

For more information contact Asso-
ciazione ltaliana Chiropratici, Via Bri-
gata Liguria, 1-11, Genova, ltaly 16121.
Telephone +(39) 010.55.33.036, e-mail:
A_I_C@iol.it

Group rate $159 Single/Double

LIMITED ROOM BLOCK.

CUT-OFF DATE 10/18/02

Please note that room block is limited
and block may fill up before cut-off date.
New Orleans is a very popular city and
hotel rooms fill up quickly. TO MAKE
RESERVATIONS CALL 504-566-7006.
Identify yourself as part of the ICA
Pediatrics Conference for the group rate.

e Richard Statler, DC, DICCP and abnormals

e Examination and evaluation
procedures

e Case presentations

e Risk factors in pediatric patients

e Adjusting workshops

UNITED KINGDOM

Chiropractors elect new General
Chiropractic Council members

Chiropractors from England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland have
elected ten new members of the Gen-
eral Chiropractic Council (GCC) for the
United Kingdom. The results of the elec-

To Request Registration Form Call:

1-800-423-4690
or 703-528-5000

Or fax to ICA Pediatrics Council
703-351-7893

Focused, Superior Education
with Practical Applications

Seating is limited. No walk-in registrations. Please reserve early to avoid disappointment

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16






