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me more than ten years ago as the ba-
sis of Chiropractic, is the identification
of God with Life-Force. The Intelligent
Life-Force of Creation is God. It is indi-
vidualized within each of us. It desires
to express itself in the best manner
possible.” (Palmer 1910, 446).

This confusion is widespread. Win-
terstein, for example, also equates the
term “universal intelligence” with “God”,
(1991, 37).

In summary, the terms innate intelli-
gence and universal intelligence, al-
though representing important foun-
dational concepts in the profession of
chiropractic, are fundamentally flawed
as descriptors. These flaws have led to
misunderstandings, misconceptuali-
zations, and have added to the destruc-
tive polemic within the chiropractic pro-
fession.

Steps to a Solution
Given the flaws in the current termi-

nology, what steps does the profession
need to make? It is important, as we
move forward, to use a consensus pro-
cess to make any progress in this area.
Any movement by an individual to at-
tempt to rename these terms will fail
to be successful. Koch (2004) for ex-
ample, has made such steps but to date
the profession has not moved to adopt
the new terminology. The first step is a
commitment of the “philosophers” in
chiropractic to address the issue. A con-
sensus building symposium will allow
the people with scholarly interest and
appropriate credentials to resolve the
issue for the profession.

The symposium would bring to-
gether the scholars with interest and
expertise in the subject to develop a
series of consensus statements lead-
ing to a resolution of these issues. In
particular, the objectives of the sympo-
sium should be answers to the follow-
ing questions:
1) Should the profession continue to

use current terminology, despite
the shortcomings identified in this
paper?

2) Does the profession need to develop
and support another term to replace
“universal intelligence”? Koch has
suggested using the term universal
mind or cosmic consciousness
(2005 lecture notes on website http:/
/w3.palmer.edu/koch/powerpoints.
htm)

3) In fact, do we need to postulate the
existence of what causes organiza-
tion in the universe? Would it be
more efficacious to acknowledge
the existence of order without ad-
dressing the source of the order? In
other words, is universal intelligence
the source of that organization or the
organization itself?

4) Do we need a term to replace the
term innate intelligence, in its three
forms?
a. Vitalistic form: Koch (2005 lecture

notes on website http://w3.
palmer.edu/koch/powerpoints.
htm) has suggested using “sys-
temic wisdom” or the “meta-
conscious mind” in lieu of innate
intelligence.

b. Homeostasis form: Koch (2005
lecture notes on website http://
w3.palmer.edu/koch/power
points.htm) has suggested the
systems theory term “au-
topoeisis” to use in innate intel-
ligence’s stead for this concept.

c. Spiritual form
This paper has posited that two of

chiropractic’s foundational concepts
have been poorly defined; the use of
the terms innate intelligence and uni-
versal intelligence to describe these
notions has been problematic for fur-
ther understanding of the philosophy of
living systems and for creating unity
within the profession.

I advocate for the development of
consensus in the profession with re-
spect to defining these terms. Using the
principles of clarity, simplicity and util-
ity, the philosophy scholars in the pro-
fession need to come to an agreement
on terms that adequately describe
these core chiropractic concepts.
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International Symposium on the
Philosophy, Art and Science of Chiropractic
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Call for PapersCall for Papers

The International Chiropractors Association
(ICA) is calling for papers to be presented at its
fourth International Symposium on the Philoso-
phy, Art and Science of Chiropractic to be held
in Madrid, Spain, October 6-8, 2006.

The Symposium is co-sponsored by the
Associacion Espanola de Quiropractica (AEQ).

Abstracts pertaining to original research, re-
views of the scientific literature, overviews of
educational or clinical practice models, or chi-
ropractic philosophy, will all be considered. Au-
thors of accepted abstracts will be required to
submit a complete paper for peer-review by a
certain date after notification and will have the
opportunity to make a 15-minute oral presen-
tation at the symposium. Papers should not have
been published or presented before. The com-
plete paper will be copied on to a CD for distri-
bution to attendees as part of  the conference
“Proceedings.”

ICA reserves first rights to publish selected
papers (with notification to author) in any of its
publications including, but not limited to The
Chiropractic Choice and the ICA Review.

Notification of paper selection: May 15, 2006 • Deadline for complete paper: August 7, 2006
Email abstracts to: Madridsymposium@chiropractic.org

Authors will be expected to register for the
Symposium but will receive a 50% discounted re-
gistration rate. Presenters are responsible for their
own travel and lodging. The author of the best
paper selected by peer-review will be awarded
a cash prize of $500(US). The announcement
and award will be made during the conference.

 Instructions to Authors: Abstracts should
be detailed, between 300 to 500 words and must
accurately describe the author’s objective, design,
results and conclusions. All abstracts should be
sent as an attachment as a word document in
MS Word or Word Perfect. Do not include any
pictures, illustrations or graphs with abstracts.

Please include the following with your sub-
mission as a cover letter (not on the same page
as your abstract)

• Title of presentation
• First Author’s Name (Presenter)
• Affiliation/Institution (if applicable)
• Address
• Phone
• Fax
• Email address

DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION:
APRIL 17, 2006
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