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also have the ability to adapt to their
environments on an ongoing basis. In
other words, these approaches recog-
nize the continual action of the Vis
Medicatrix Naturae, not just in “crisis”
situations of illness but on an everyday,
24 hour basis. These approaches are ex-
emplified by approaches that acknowl-
edge the enormous complexity of liv-
ing organisms (e.g. Cannon 1932), and
the recognition that living organisms
have the ability to adapt to a wide range
of environmental changes, most with-
out evidence of symptoms, illness or
stress.

The third series of definitions how-
ever, go much further than describing
physiological and pathophysiological
processes. Senzon (2004) provides evi-
dence that B.J. Palmer, almost certainly
the most influential person in the adop-
tion of the term, advocated at times for
a much more spiritual definition of the
term. In some cases, he equated the
notion of innate intelligence with con-
ceptualizations of God. For example, he
states “Innate is God in human beings”
(1955, 56), “’The Kingdom of God is
within you’. It is! Innate Intelligence is
the Great I am that I am. Innate Intelli-
gence is the internal source of all and
everything” (1955, 23), and “In study-
ing Innate, we have accomplished what
all religions have always wanted to do”
(1955, 119).

Palmer posits that the notion of in-
nate intelligence encompasses the
connection between the physical mat-
ter of the body and the metaphysical
aspects of the universe. Others expand
this notion of innate intelligence to an
extent that approaches conceptuali-
zations of psychic energy (cf. Eisenberg
1977).

These three primary approaches,
with their wide divergence, create a fun-
damental problem with the use of the
term innate intelligence. Putting aside
issues of validity of the notions pre-
sented by each definition, the multiplic-
ity of each conceptualization is enough
to nullify the efficacy of the term. A term
with this much confusion will not help
in providing understanding of an admit-
tedly complex topic. In addition, the
ambiguity can be used as a weapon for
those idealogues wishing to discredit
the profession (as has been in fact the
case in the past).

Universal Intelligence
A much less used, but foundation-

ally important term to the discipline of
the philosophy of chiropractic, is the
ontologically derived term “universal in-
telligence.” It is a term designed to ad-
dress the notion, and to postulate the
source of, the recognition that the uni-
verse is ordered, and that there are con-
sistent laws and principles at work
throughout the universe.

The definition most often cited for
universal intelligence is Stephenson’s
(1927), “There is a universal intelligence
in all matter, continually giving it all its
properties and actions, thus maintain-
ing it in existence.” Koch (2004) up-
dated this definition, “There is a uni-
versal intelligence acting through all
matter/energy, continually giving it all
its properties and actions, thus main-
taining matter/energy in existence and
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A Study of Adaptation
In the biological sciences, there are five classic signs of life: 
assimilation, growth, reproduction, excretion and adaptabili-
ty. Chiropractic has a particular interest in the process of 
adaptation as it can be compromised in the presence of ver-
tebral subluxation. While research to obtain empirical data 
on the subject remains in its infancy, the profession’s philo-
sophical thinkers have taken a deeper look at the question.

Philosophy presenters may wish to discuss 
specific ramifications of the adaptive process.
Research presenters may study the impact of 
vertebral subluxation and its correction as it 
relates to adaptability.

Our 2006 International Research and Philosophy
Symposium (IRAPS) will continue to feature scholarly peer-
reviewed presentations about vertebral subluxation and the 
relationship between science and philosophy, PLUS a valu-
able professional success program. Now you can bring your 
entire staff to get even more enrichment from the weekend. 

Invited speakers include cellular biologist and noted author 
Bruce Lipton, Ph.D.; and Texas A&M University Professor 
of Sociology Yvonne Villanueva-Russell, Ph.D.
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