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THE cHiroPrACTIC CHOICE

U.S. House
Passes Bill for Employment of DCs
by Dept. of Veterans Affairs

The U.S. House of Representatives
has passed legislation that would au-
thorize the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (DVA) to employ doctors of
chiropractic as career professionals.
H.R. 2357, a bill to, “To amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for the
appointment of chiropractors in the Vet-
erans Health Administration of the De-
partment of Veeterans Affairs,” passed
the House on July 22M. Under present
law the DVA only has authority to em-
ploy DCs on a temporary basis.

Members of the DVA Chiropractic
Advisory Committee, as well as the ICA
and other major chiropractic organiza-
tions have been working for a long time
for a clear legislative mandate to em-
ploy DCs as career professionals.

The Congressional Budget Office’s
analysis states:

THE PUBLIC MIND
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¢ \\Ve are going to use the most sophis-
ticated and well-designed strategies
and technologies to efficiently project
the chiropractic message.

¢ \We are going to mobilize doctors of
chiropractic everywhere and train and
educate them on how to reach out,
outside the box, outside our self-im-
posed limitations and override any
and all negative messages being
broadcast by our competitors with
the compelling, powerful and impor-
tant truth about our unique science.

e \We are going to send clear signals
about our profession in a steady, in-
telligible stream, using every possible
means of reaching into every house-
hold and community.

What does ICA need to succeed in
this audacious and visionary enterprise?
YOU! Your commitment, your participa-
tion, your membership dues and hard
work in your community on behalf of
your practice and your patients. A cho-
rus of tens of thousands is what we
need to get our message through.

Dr. Martin Luther King, speaking
about an especially difficult period in the
emerging civil rights movement in the
United States, once told his associates,
“When the chapter on this period is
written, it will not be the voices of our
enemies we remember, but the silence
of our friends.”

You can speak up and join us, or you
can be silent. There is no middle ground
today, if you want a strong profession
tomorrow. This is a bold, honest and
heartfelt appeal for your participation as
an ICA member, accompanied with the
assurance that a team of dedicated
and skilled professionals will put every
dollar to work on this campaign with
maximum effectiveness and efficiency.
Be positive, proactive and on top with
us! Fill in the membership application
on page 4 and be a part of the most
exciting movement in the history of
chiropractic; the battle for the public
mind!

“Under current law, VA is re-
quired to make chiropractic care
available to veterans in at least one
site in each of VA's 21 geographic
service areas. Section 1 would
make it easier for VA to appoint and
hire chiropractors by specifying that
they be treated as other medical
professionals like podiatrists and op-
tometrists. Based on information
from VA, CBO does not expect that
implementing this provision would
increase the level of spending for
chiropractic care that VA would
provide beyond what VA is already
required to provide under the cur-
rent law. Thus, the primary effect
would be to facilitate the establish-
ment of chiropractic care that VA is
already undertaking.

Removes Toxins

Relieves Pain

Reduces Stress & Fatigue

Relaxes Sore Muscles

H.R. 2357 also would make it
easier for VA to hire chiropractors by
specifically listing chiropractors as
medical professionals that VA could
hire. In addition, the bill would grant
VA the authority to treat chiroprac-
tors like other medical profession-
als with regard to malpractice and
negligence, reimbursement of cer-
tain education expenses, and collec-
tive bargaining.”

“The federal government is the larg-
est employer in the United States and
the DVA is the largest employer of
health professionals in the U.S.,” said
ICA's Chief Legislative Strategist, for-
mer Congressman Randy Tate. “Your
tax dollars are paying these bills and it
is clearly in chiropractic’s interest to
open federal career pathways for doc-
tors of chiropractic.”

ICA is now working to support this
initiative in the U.S. Senate and en-
courages chiropractors to mobilize so
that this vital new provision is en-
acted. The full text of H.R. 2357 is
available on ICA's website at
www.chiropractic.org.
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ICA’s Recommended Clinical
Protocols and Guidelines
for the Practice

of Chiropractic
is now
available
onaCD.
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17 chapters with
a Glossary and
Appendix. Each
chapter includes
an overview, list
of subtopics;
literature review;
recommendafions;
and references.
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