
AUGUST, 2003 THE CHIROPRACTIC CHOICE PAGE 3

MORE “THOTS” OF FRED ON PAGE 8

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

Brian Flannery, DC, LCP (Hon.)
Gerry Clum, DC

Maxine McMullen, DC, FICCP

ICA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

C.J. Mertz, DC
President

Christopher Quigley, DC
Secretary-Treasurer

D.D. Humber, DC
Immediate Past President

Brian Flannery, DC, LCP
Central Regional Director

Robert Braile, DC
Southern Regional Director

John Maltby, DC
Western Regional Director

Elliot Foster, DC
Eastern Regional Director

Claudia Sandino, DC
International Director

J. Richard Burns, DC
Hugo Gibson, DC

Michael McLean, DC
Eric Russell, DC, LCP (Hon)

Dan Schaeffer, DC
Michael Schmidt, DC
Gary Walsemann, DC

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ronald M. Hendrickson

PUBLICATIONS STAFF

Molly Rangnath, Managing Editor
Karen Cercone, Assistant Editor

Michael Werner, Advertising Sales

THE CHIROPRACTIC CHOICE is pub-
lished by the International Chiropractors
Association and is designed to keep the
doctor of chiropractic informed with news
useful and pertinent to the practice of chi-
ropractic as well as provide a forum for
debate and expression of opinion to en-
courage critical thinking and sharing of
ideas. Therefore be it known that all state-
ments of facts or opinions as expressed
by authors of articles published herein are
the personal opinions of the authors and
may not necessarily be in agreement with
ICA’s published policy statements or that
of the ICA Board of Directors. ICA takes
no responsibility for the accuracy of in-
formation about products and services
stated in paid advertisements and unless
stated otherwise, does not endorse these
products or services.

Copyright © 2003

INTERNATIONAL
CHIROPRACTORS

ASSOCIATION

1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 1000
Arlington, VA 22201 USA

Phone: 703-528-5000
Fax: 703-351-7893

EMAIL:

thechiropracticchoice@chiropractic.org

ADVERTISING:

mwerner@chiropractic.org

ICA WEBSITE:

www.chiropractic.org

T H E  C H I R O P R A C T I C

I had the privilege of having Dr. Barge
as an instructor throughout my studies
at Palmer College 99-02. I always en-
joyed those early morning philosophy
classes where he would start the class
by saying, “Good morning fledgling chi-
ropractors!”

Even when I was getting close to
graduation Dr. Barge would always
make time to talk to me when I would
drop by his office. We would discuss
the intricacies of chiropractic philoso-
phy, technique and how to run a suc-
cessful office. He even took the time
to look over my office floor plan, com-
pared it to his and gave me some valu-
able advice,

Of all the things I miss at Palmer Col-
lege I miss Dr. Barge the most. I would
have loved the opportunity to have him
come down to this northern Canadian
town and see my office and how much
he influenced me.

Thank you Dr. Barge for all the wis-
dom that you shared with me. It will
never be lost or forgotten. Enuf said.

Robert R. Landriault, DC
Canada

The chiropractic profession has lost an
icon, ICA has lost a great leader, and I
have lost a dear friend. Fred was my
colleague, teacher, mentor and close
friend. We tipped back many a “liba-
tion” together and his “Barge-isms” will
remain with me forever. We referred to
each other by the presidential numbers
we both held in the ICA. I would often
get a phone call that started with
“Greetings number eleven” to which I
would reply, “Greetings number nine.”
Fred was an original and my life in chi-
ropractic, and in every way, is better for
having known him. There can never be
“enuf” said about Fred Barge. I will
miss you my friend.

Robert Braile, DC
ICA President 1995-99
Georgia, USA

While attending Cleveland Chiropractic
College-LA, Dr. Barge came and spoke
to our class. I was captivated and in awe
of his message and presence. What a
man!

Peter Barnes, DC
California, USA

Truly an outstanding clinician, educator,
writer, leader of chiropractic. As a medic
I had little knowledge of chiropractic
other than the negative writings in the
medical literature. Dr. Barge introduced
me to the wonders of this relatively new

health care profession via his body of
written work…all well-written master-
pieces. He was a principled chiroprac-
tor in the tradition of DD and BJ Palmer.
Although Dr. Barge has passed on, his
spirit and love for chiropractic will live
on in the many students and interns
who were privileged to have him as a
teacher. Dr. Barge God speed you in
your journey to everlasting love with the
creator.

Frank Austen, MSc, LPCP
Director of Respiratory Care
Temple University Hospital
Philadelphia, USA

Dr. Fred Barge was an inspiration to
many, who like me attended Palmer
College. Dr. Barge was also a patron of
mine when I worked at Front Street
Brewery. He would often sit with his
wife Audrey and eat dinner while chat-
ting with me about chiropractic, BJ,
rugby or anything and everything. Un-
fortunately many students in the future
will miss this great “dinosaur” and his
amazing personality.

Craig C. Banks, DC
Ohio, USA

I had just finished Dr. Barge’s great book
Are you the doctor, doctor? and sent
him a letter last week to tell him how
outstanding I found his book. This is a
great loss for real chiropractic and chi-
ropractors. I hope this is not a sign for
the future of our profession.

Benoit Rouy, DC
France

We’ve lost another great one. I’m sad-
dened but happy I had gotten to meet
him and speak with him. His enthusi-
asm and manner is one of the things
that has shaped me into being the chi-
ropractor I am.

Gene Martin, DC
USA

I remember the first time I heard Dr.
Fred Barge during an assembly at Life
College. His deep voice and melodic
intonations made his presentation dis-
tinctive. I’ll never forget one of his
Barge-isms that I still use today. He
would say, “Fear is the fuel that fires
the furnace of dis-ease.” I feel fortunate
to have met Dr. Barge and to have heard
his many lectures. Chiropractic has lost
a great man, he will be missed.

Robert D. Shire, DC
New York, USA

The man was great. Upon learning of
his passing, I raised my glass to ol’ Wis-
consin and saluted Fred. Icon, ol’ Dad
Chiro, ADIO, adios dear fellow!

James Milliron, DC
Washington, USA

I was a first trimester student at Logan
and was basically (no pun intended)
there to learn how to treat back pain.
Dr. Barge came to one of my classes,
introduced himself as a “dinosaur” and
went on to leave me spellbound. I
have been a tremendous fan ever since,
reading his books, attending his lectures
and listening to his “On Purpose” in-
terviews. He is a man who will truly live
on, both through his measurable accom-
plishments and through the generations
of “back pain treaters” who were
turned into real chiropractors. Thank you
Dr. Barge.

Howard Headley, DC
USA

Dr. Fred was an inspiration to many. He
was a true philosopher, writer and lec-
turer as well as a man who was not
afraid to say what he believed. He was
one of the people who inspired me to
start writing and sharing my chiroprac-
tic ideals and opinions with others. I
remember his words, “Egads, Armand,
you have more than enough materials
to start writing books. It is absurd that
you don’t!”

The book will come one day…I prom-
ise. You will be missed, but your
memory will be treasured. Thanks Fred.

Armand Rossi, DC
Florida, USA

Fred came to Australia in 1983 and al-
though we only met him for a week he
left a permanent impression on all those
he associated with. I am proud to call
him my friend in every sense of the
word…We have many fond memories
of his stay, his generous address to the
students where he explained that DC
stood for ‘Doctor of Chronics’, his late
night demonstrations of chiropractic
technique on the hotel room coffee
table following wonderful (and well lu-
bricated) discussions on chiropractic
philosophy. We will miss his thots.

Peter W. Bull, DC, MAppSc
MacQuarie University,
Australia

This issue of The Chiropractic Choice is dedicated to Dr. Fred Barge who served as the Editorial Chair and wrote the
“Thots” column since the paper was launched seven issues ago. Fred deliberately chose controversial topics for his
editorials and was especially pleased when he received letters from readers disagreeing with his viewpoint. He loved
debate. Following the announcement of his passing, ICA received hundreds of emails from individuals everywhere,
people whose lives he had touched in some way or another. We regret we cannot publish all of them due to space
limitations, but we thank everyone for sharing their “thots” about this extraordinary person. There have been, and will
be, many great leaders and teachers. But there will only be one Fred Barge. – MR
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